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Fall Enrollment, 1997

Florida

SOURCE: National
Center for Education
Statistics, Digest of
Education Statistics,
1999
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Currently, 50% of
Florida’s postsecondary
enrollment is at two-
year institutions as
compared to 37%
nationally.  This is a
reflection of Florida’s
public policy to
reinforce the 2+2
articulation system.

In 1998-99, Florida’s
two- and four-year
public and private
institutions charged
tuition rates below the
U.S. average.

In Florida’s public
institutions, state
funding accounted for
a much larger portion
of revenue than did
tuition and fees.  For
the 1996-97 school
year, state funding for
public institutions in
Florida exceeded the
national average.

This performance profile of postsecondary education in Florida is organized to reflect each
sector's current status and, where available, performance on established accountability measures

and other indicators of progress.  The profile provides information pertaining to major goals and priorities
identified in the State Comprehensive Plan, Postsecondary Education Planning Commission's Master
Plan, and the sectors' strategic plans.
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Florida's State
University System
consists of ten
institutions and is
governed by the
Florida Board of
Regents.  The Board
of Regents was
created by statute in
1965 and is
composed of the
Commissioner of
Education and 13
citizens, including
one student,
appointed by the
Governor.  The
Board is responsible
for adopting system-
wide rules and
policies and
planning the future
needs of the State
University System.
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Florida’s State University System
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Florida's
Community College
System began in
1933 with the
establishment of
Palm Beach
Community
College.  Today the
system consists of
28 institutions.  The
State Board of
Community
Colleges serves as
the director of the
Division of
Community
Colleges and is
responsible for
developing rules
and policies which
will ensure the
coordinated
operation of
Florida's
Community College
System.  The Board
is composed of the
Commissioner of
Education, one
student, and eleven
citizens appointed
by the Governor.
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*Success rate is defined as the number of students who have
graduated, left in good standing, or been retained in good standing.

SOURCE: State Board of Community Colleges, 1999

Florida’s Community College System

Four Year Tracking of 1994 FTIC Cohort
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Florida's Resident
Access Grant
(FRAG) provides
financial assistance to
Florida students who
attend eligible
independent, non-
profit colleges and
universities in
Florida.  The
information on this
page consists of data
from the
accountability report
of  the Independent
Colleges and
Universities of
Florida (ICUF) and,
where available,
information provided
from the University
of Miami.  ICUF is
composed of  26
diverse, regionally
accredited
independent
institutions.  The
University of Miami
is a private university
enrolling over 13,000
students.  ICUF
institutions and the
University of Miami
are all FRAG
eligible.

“ICUF
institutions
admitted 100% of
AA degree
transfer students
from Florida
Community
Colleges into the
program of their
choice.”
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SOURCE: Independent Colleges and Universities
of Florida Accountability Report, July 2000

Florida’s FRAG Eligible Institutions
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SOURCE: The Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac, 1999-2000

SOURCE: The Chronicle of Higher Education Almanac, 1999-2000

Florida’s high school
students score below
the national average
on both the ACT and
SAT.

Florida’s poverty rate
and high school
dropout rate are both
higher than the
national average.

The educational
attainment of the
citizens of Florida
parallels that of the
nation.

 Approximately 44
percent of Florida’s
population has
enrolled in some form
of postsecondary
coursework.

Social and Economic Conditions

Poverty and High School Dropout Rates in
the U.S. and Florida
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With a few exceptions, the state of
Florida continues to place a lower
than average tax burden on its
citizens.

The Postsecondary Education Planning Commission (PEPC), established in 1980, serves as a citizen board to coor-
dinate the efforts of postsecondary institutions and to provide independent policy analyses and recommendations to
the State Board of Education and Legislature.

Postsecondary Education Planning Commission
Turlington Building, Tallahassee, FL  32399-0400

Phone (850) 488-7894 Fax (850) 922-5388
Website: www.firn.edu/pepc

In 1990, Florida
ranked 19th in the
nation in per capita
income.  Florida’s
per capita income has
remained
approximately 99
percent of the U.S.
average since then,
ranking 20th in the
nation in 1997.  Per
capita income
includes pension,
retirement, and social
security. The fact that
Florida ranks first in
the nation in the
percentage of its
population over 65
could affect its per
capita income.

Florida’s
unemployment rate
has compared
favorably to that of
the United States.

Social and Economic Conditions
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